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SACRED HEART STATUE 


ij 
This statue, ornate in appearance, \has a receptacle at the base for 
a Vigil Light Glass, which makes it conveniént.and attractive for home 
devotions. One statue (13 inches in height), one Ruby Glass, and one 
dozen Vigil Lights will be sent, postage paid, on receipt of $2.50. 
wa Please Order From: 
WILL & BAUMER CANDLE CO., Inc. 
162 N. Franklin Street, Chicago, ag 


“I Pray the Mass’’ 
By Father Hoever, 8S. O. Cist. 
A splendid Sunday Missal and complete prayer 
book combined. Large, clear type, in red and 


black. Spiritual thoughts for each Sunday and 
week following. 448 pages, 5x 3% in. 

Prices. Black or white leatherette, red 
edges, 35¢; black durotex, red edges} 50¢; black 
or white imitatfon leather, red under gold edges, 
$1.10; genuine black seal grain leather, red 
under gold edges, $1.50; deluxe genuine black 
morroco leather, $3.50. 

PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration 
Clyde, Missouri 


Church Fabrics 
Cloth of Gold Gold Brocades 
Silk Damask Brocades 
Woven Emblems and Satin Orphreys to Match 


Immediate deliveries. 








All liturgically correct as to design and color. 


THOMAS A, BLAKE 


“House of Ecclesiastical Materials” 
366 Fifth Avenue, New York 1, N. Y. 
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Printed and published monthly in English and in German by the 
Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri, under the 
supervision of a Benedictine Father. 

Subscription Price: $1.00 per year, or $2.00 for three years. 
Foreign countries: $1.25 per year, or $2.50 for three years. 

Entered as second-class matter March 19, 1907, at the post office 
at Clyde, Missouri, under the Act of Congress of March 3, 1879. Ac- 
ceptance for mailing at special rate of postage provided for in section 
1108, Act of October 3, 1917, authorized July 17, 1918. 














Premiums for January 


For ONE Subscription 


Choice of the following booklets: THE DIVINE DRAMA — A 
beautiful appreciation in verse of Holy Mass. OR: WORDS OF CON- 
SOLATION FOR THE SICK AND AFFLICTED — A booklet to console, 
inspire and sanctify those who suffer. OR: LITTLE DEVOTIONS 
TO THE HOLY INFANT JESUS — See description on cover. OR: — 

Packet of Assorted Bookmarks — Attractively printed, with en- 
couraging verses, sayings of the saints and spiritual thoughts, which 
will make a welcome addition when enclosed in letters. OR: — 

Scheyern Cross — A small metal cross, with double bars, which 
has been touched to a relic of the Holy Cross on which our Savior died. 


“I have such faith in the little Scheyern cross,” writes a subscriber. 
“Last year I received it as a premium and immediately pinned it on 
the clothing of a sick neighbor man, who had been away from the 
sacraments for years. Two weeks ago he made his peace with God 


before he died.” 
For TWO Subscriptions 


Treasures of the Mass — A splendid explanation of the prayers, 
ceremonies and symbolism of the Mass. A convert says of it: “It is 
so clearly presented, beautifully illustrated, and so Divinely, yet human- 
ly expressed, that it makes our Blessed Lord so close in Mass one can 
almost hear Him breathing on the altar.” OR: — 

Picture of Pope Pius XII — A beautiful likeness of His Holiness, 
lithographed in contrasting colors and ‘mounted on a red backing. 
10x13 inches. f 

For THREE Subscriptions 

Gems from the Liturgy for the Feasts of Our Lord — Two booklets, 
comprising a treasury of liturgical prayers and sacred Scripture texts, 
which the user will find most inspiring when preparing for the major 
feasts and seasons of the Church year. OR: — 

Crucifix — A 5-inch, nickel-bound Crucifix, blessed and indulgenced 
with the Papal indulgences, indulgences for the dying and the Way 
of the Cross. 





NOTE: Those who avail themselves of the reduced rate of 3 years for 
$2.00 are entitled only to a premium offered for ONE sub- 
scription. Please mention choice. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 














NEW YEAR GREETING 
to Our Dear Friends and Readers 


AY the beating of the Sacred Heart 
Be the music of your days, 
May the lovelight shining from His eyes 
Be the sunlight of your ways. 


May the pressure of His hand in yours 
Reveal His presence near, 


May His blessing rest on you today 
And each day of the year! 


ode. deck. ode 
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A King Is Born To Us 


F onan © sane 

we Koy, | HE Epiphany, which is celebrated with a privileged 
H) Peta) octave, is one of the most important feasts of th 
an , po easts of the 
: Christmas cycle, and, in fact, of the whole ecclesiasti- 
cal year. As Christmas places before our eyes the 
birth of the Incarnate Word as the Savior of the 
world, the Epiphany presents Him to us as the Son of God and the 
King of heaven and earth. On this day His sublime dignity was rec- 
ognized by mankind through the Magi, who, led by a star, came to 

adore Him and to offer Him gifts. 
A heavenly inspiration prompted these Wise Men from the East 
to seek the “new-born King of the Jews”; Divine Providence set a 
glowing star in the heavens to lead them to Him; and an interior im- 
pulse of God’s grace induced them to follow the star. Regardless of 
effort and hardship, and with confidence born of holy faith, they 
set out on their journey to an unknown, distant land, and as Holy 
Scripture tells us, the star guided them to Jerusalem, where they learned 
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upon inquiry that Christ, the expected Messiah, was destined to be 
born in Bethlehem of Juda, according to the ancient prophecies. Great 
were the trials to which their faith was subjected, but they persevered 
in their holy purpose and were rewarded at last by finding the Savior 
in all the sweetness and graciousness of His sacred Infancy. Though 
they saw only a little helpless child in the arms of its mother, they 
recognized in Him the King of kings, the Lord of lords and the Creator 
of heaven and earth; and falling upon their knees, they manifested 
exteriorly the profound adoration of their hearts. “And opening their 
treasures, they offered Him gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh” 
(Matt. ii. 11). 
Christ’s Kingship Foreshown 


The Mystery of the Epiphany is a well-spring of never-failing joy 
which should fill our hearts with showers of gladness each time the 
liturgical cycle brings it to us anew. It sets forth resplendently the 
kingly character of the new-born Savior, and pays homage to His 
Divinity and His royal priesthood. In this mystery, the prophecies 
which had so gloriously proclaimed Christ as the light and salvation 
of the Gentile world and the King and Messiah of the nations were 
fulfilled. The Church weaves these prophecies as a magnificent hymn 
of praise into her liturgy for the feast. “Arise, be enlightened, O 
Jerusalem, for thy light is come, and the glory of the Lord is risen 
upon thee.” “The Gentiles shall walk in thy light, and the kings in 
the splendor of thy rising.” “All they from Saba shall come, bring- 
ing gold and frankincense and showing forth praise to the Lord.” “The 
kings of Tharsis and the Isles shall offer gifts; the kings of the Arabians ~ 
and of Saba shall bring presents; and all the kings of the earth shall 
adore Him; all nations shall serve Him.” 

Jesus is King by His very nature, by an innate, personal right as 
the God-man, not by an acquired right like that of earthly kings. He 
was King from the moment of His birth; His reign began from the 
very first moment of His earthly life, unlike that of other kings who 
frequently attain to power only in later years. His reign does not 
end with death, like that of earthly kings, but will continue on through 
the endless ages of eternity. His kingdom is not circumscribed by 
territorial boundaries, but extends over the whole earth and over all 
nations, yes, over the boundless domain of heaven itself. 

Lying in the crib, a weak and helpless Infant, Jesus received a 
kingly homage from the lowly and the great ones of the earth. Thus, 
in the crib as on the cross, His Kingship shone forth with lustrous 
splendor, even in the midst of abasement and humiliation. 

How the Heart of the Infant King must have rejoiced on receiving 
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the homage of the holy Magi, who offered themselves to Him together 
with their gifts, and rejoiced in their sacrifice. In their train, all the 
nations of the world have been called to enlist under the royal standard 
of Christ. We, too, have been called to share the wonderful inheritance 
of His chosen people, not through our merits, but through His grace, 
whereby He called us to the wondrous light of His Faith and His 
Church. What gratitude we ought to show to Him for this gift. 

The holy Magi proclaim to us the honor, the happiness and the 
joy of serving Christ, our King. They teach us by their noble example 
that we ought to serve Him with generosity, with self-sacrifice and love. 
How great and how many were the sacrifices they made in order to 
come to Christ! Their very gifts show forth in mystic language their 
spirit- of sacrifice: the sacrifice of love (gold), the sacrifice of prayer 
(incense), and the sacrifice of self-denial (myrrh). This threefold 
spirit of sacrifice should embrace our whole being and our whole life 
in the service of God. For us, this same King dwells day and night 
in our tabernacles, under the Eucharistic veils. It is there He awaits 
our loving homage and our sacrificial gifts. As the Magi fell on their 
knees and adored the Heavenly Child with faith and love, so we should 
fall on our knees before His Eucharistic throne and adore Him as the 
King and Lord of the universe. Though He dwells on the altar under 
the lowly appearance of bread, He is nevertheless the Light of the 
world, hiding His light and concealing His Divine Majesty as He did 
when a Child in Bethlehem on His Mother’s knee. 

The Magi left all to come to Jesus, for Jesus is a treasure which 
induces men to cast away all other possessions. He was the sole 
object of their seeking. “We have seen His star in the east, and have 
come to worship Him.” They sought not for miracles, nor for this 
world’s goods, nor political advantages, nor worldly wisdom; they 
sought Jesus purely for Himself. They sought Him, not to receive, 
but to give. They did as the Holy Ghost bids us: “Seek ye the Lord, 
and be strengthened; seek His face evermore” (Ps. civ. 4); and ac- 
cording to the promise attached to the command, “their heart rejoiced,” 
for they found Him who is the highest good. 

So, too, shall it be with us if we seek Him with a holy intention 
in the Sacrament of His love. How beneficent and sweet, how kind 
and condescending, is the exercise of His sovereign dominion in the 
Holy Eucharist! Here He wills to reign, not by force, not by violence, 
not by inspiring terror, but by love! Let us, then, offer to His Divine 
Heart, in the Eucharistic Species, our homage of adoration, our return 
of love through gratitude, our fidelity by eee, our confidence 
by petition and our gifts by self-sacrifice. 
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Time Shall Be No Longer! 


ND I saw another mighty 

angel come down from heav- 
en, clothed with a cloud, and a 
rainbow was on his head, and his 
face was as the sun, and his feet 
as pillars of fire. And he had in 
his hand a little book open, and he 
set his right foot upon the sea, and 
his left foot upon the “earth. And he cried with a loud voice, as when a lion 
roareth. And when he had cried, seven thunders uttered their voices. And 
when the seven thunders had uttered their voices, I was about to write: and 
I heard a voice from heaven saying to me: ‘Seal up the things which the seven 
thunders have spoken, and write them not.’ And the angel whom I saw stand- 
ing upon the sea and upon the earth, lifted up his hand to heaven, and he 
swore by Him who liveth forever and ever... that time shall be no longer!” 
(Apoc. x.) 





ET me consider how God warns me today through this angel 
of the Apocalypse, and how He gives me the means of em- 
ploying every instant of my life for my sanctification. Time, 

as St. Chrysostom says, is as precious as God Himself; for time gained 
is God gained; and time lost is God lost. My eternal happiness depends 
upon every minute, nay, every second of my life. If at the close of 
the day I could see how much merit I have lost by every minute not 
devoted to the service of God and to the eternal welfare of my soul, 
how powerful an incentive would this be for me to serve God more 
faithfully the following day, and to make good use of every moment. 

Now I live, now is my time. Now or never: this must be the 
watchword of my life. Upon it depends my weal ot woe for all eternity. 
Now is the acceptable time, now is the day of salvation. How many 
persons and how many nations who were once in the vigor of manhood, 
are now no more! For them the angel has already sounded the words: 
Time shall be no longer. How many saints who once dwelt on earth 
have gone to another world! For them, too, the angel has spoken the 
words: Time shall be no longer. How much would they now give, 
if they had but a single moment of time to spend for God and eternity, 
and thus gain a higher degree of glory in heaven! Let me listen to 
St. Teresa who, appearing to one of her spiritual daughters, said: “O 
my daughter, would that thou didst know the value of time! I would 
willingly leave heaven and remain in purgatory to the end of the world, 
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if I were permitted to revisit earth during the time in which I could __. 
say one Hail Mary.” Such are the sentiments of every saint. Even 
the Blessed Virgin would leave heaven for the sake of a single moment 
to be devoted to God’s service and to eternity. Time is the only thing 
of which the saints envy us. 

This precious time is now mine; but it passes quickly, more 
quickly than the swiftest arrow; and it is so uncertain. I am not sure 
of a single moment, not even of the very instant in which I now ponder 
this important subject; it may be the last moment of my life, and 
then all will be over for eternity. Yes, time, which offers opportunities 
of gaining merit, will never return! Never! Henceforth, then, I will 
make better use of thee, O precious Time! I will use thee for God 
alone, and for eternity. Not a minute of thee will I waste. + 


And when the angel had spoken, seven voices like the roaring of 
thunder answered. These seven thunders shall typify to me seven reso-. ~~ 
lutions, which shall guide my future life: 1. I will always make 
use of my time, the all-important thing of; my. life. "ZT elegy ate 
renounce all idleness, all loss of time. 3. I will take every opportunity 
of doing good works. 4. I will never defer till tomorrow the good I 
can do today. 5. I will resist temptation from the outset. 6. I 
will live every day as if it were the last of my life. 7. I will do all 
things for God and for Him alone. 

My only end is God. What would life and all my actions avail 
me were they not directed to this End? Oh, that I may faithfully 
keep the promises which I have now made to Our Lord, for then He 
will, fulfil His promise: “Whosoever shall glorify Me, him will I 
glorify” (1 Kings ii. 30). No eye has seen, no ear has heard, no heart 
has felt, what God has prepared for those who live for His greater 
honor and glory. The saints often seriously reflected on this, and hence 
they led such holy lives. They. perceived the value of time and acted 
according to their knowledge. I will imitate them and often examine 
myself on my use of time, 

How much more holy would my life be if I knew the value of 
time as did St. Alphonsus, who made and kept a vow never to lose a 
single moment. O my God, I now firmly resolve for the future to shun 
idleness and idle talk, to bridle my tongue and all useless desires, and 
to use time as the purchase price of heaven. Do Thou, 0 God, who 
according to the decrees of Thy wisdom, power and love, hast given me 
time to serve Thee and provide for eternity, grant that I may every day 
better and better know the value of time, and thus sanctify my soul, 
and compensate for all the time I have hitherto lost. 











retoe 


HE long-anticipated day of the Consecration of our Sanc- 
tuary of Perpetual Adoration at Mundelein, Illinois has 
passed into history, and the date — November 21, 1945 — 
has been indelibly inscribed in the annals of our congrega- 
tion, as its memorable events have been recorded by angel 
hands on the scrolls of eternity. Though the echoes of the 
impressive chants accompanying the long and beautiful rite have long 
since died away, their melodies keep resounding in the hearts of those 
who were privileged to participate in the sublime ceremonies. 

This Sanctuary had already been “consecrated,” in a sense, by Our 
Lord Himself, reigning therein on His Eucharistic throne since October 
2, 1932 (when His Eminence, the late Cardinal Mundelein, placed the 
Sacred Host with reverent love in the large stationary monstrance), 
and by His daily offering of Himself as an Oblation of infinite worth 
in the Holy Sacrifice. It had been “consecrated,” too, by the unceasing 
homage of prayer offered in union with the Divine Victim and ascend- 
‘ing in union with the angels from the hearts of consecrated virgins, 
united seven times daily in the rendition of the Divine Office, and in 
the intervening hours succeeding each other at the prie-dieu day and 
night without interruption. But now it is a CONSECRATED chapel 
in the truest sense of the word, to be used solely for God’s service. 
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With feelings of joy and gratitude the Sisters have often relived 
in spirit those memorable hours during which their Sanctuary of prayer 
became in truth a “House of God and Gate of Heaven,” as was so deeply 
impressed upon them during the course of the ceremonies when the 
choir twelve times (i.e., after each verse of the Canticle, Benedictus) 
sang the inspiring antiphon: “O quam metuendus est locus iste. . . — 
Oh, how awe-inspiring is this place! It is none other than the House 
of God and the Gate of Heaven,” while the consecrating prelate per- 
formed the symbolic rite of tracing the Greek and Latin alphabets in 
ashes strewn in the aisle of the church. 

Ever since last May, when the Most Reverend Archbishop Stritch 
agreed to the Consecration of the Adoration Church, there had been a 
steady and detailed preparation, which included a thorough cleaning 
of the walls, floors and ceiling, and of all the furnishings, in order that 
the church might become a fitting “bride” for the Divine Bridegroom. 
Only God and His angels know how multiple were the tasks to be per- 
' formed and how many were the labors entailed in the preparation; 
but all were offered as a holocaust of love and were amply recompensed 
by the joy of offering a consecrated sanctuary to God. 


The long and meaningful ceremonies of consecration commenced 
at 8:15 A.M. on November 2Ist, with the lighting of the twelve candles 
placed in brackets attached beneath the twelve crosses incised in the 
walls, and it was nearly twelve-thirty when the procession of prelates 
and clergy filed out of the church at the end of the services. 

Assisting the Most Reverend Archbishop Samuel A. Stritch in the 
sacred rites were forty-two priests and seminarians, the latter as well 
as most of the former being from the Archdiocesan Seminary of ‘St. 
Mary of the Lake, near which the Perpetual Adoration Sanctuary at 
Mundelein is situated. Rt. Rev. Msgr. Patrick J. Hayes, Rector of Holy 
Name Cathedral, was master of ceremonies, assisted by the Rev. James 
Hardiman. Present also were two Bishops, five Benedictine Abbots, 
eight Monsignori, the Superiors of several religious communities, about 
fifty priests and three hundred members of the laity. The singing was 
beautifully rendered by the choir of St. Mary of the Lake Seminary, 
under the able direction of the Reverend Joseph T. Kush, Professor of 
Gregorian Chant. From a given point in the ceremonies, the Sisters’ 
choir (remaining in the choir stalls) alternated with the Seminary choir 
in the chanting of the psalms and antiphons, and the Sisters also sang 
the hymns for Benediction which concluded the ceremonies. 

Due to inclement weather, the clergy and faithful were allowed 
to enter the church sooner than they would otherwise have been ad- 
mitted, so that all were privileged to witness those symbolic ceremonies 
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which are usually performed by the consecrator and his attendants while 
all others are excluded from the church. In this way our Blessed Mother 
apparently chose to answer by a more gracious favor the many sup- 
plications for good weather which had been addressed to her during 
the preceding months. 

Excepting the ceremonies for the ordination of priests, the Pon- 
tificale contains no more elaborate ceremonies than those prescribed 
for the Consecration of a Church. The sacred edifice to be consecrated 
is sprinkled repeatedly with Gregorian water (a special preparation of 
water, salt, wine and ashes blessed for this purpose); its walls and 
entrance are anointed with chrism; incense and burning tapers symbolize 
the prayer of faith ascending heavenward, like the burnt-offerings of the 
Old Testament which prefigured the all-holy Sacrifice of the New Law. 


In conjunction with the consecration of a church, an altar must 
also be consecrated, by long and beautiful ceremonies which much 
resemble those of the consecration of the church. (In the present in- 
stance the altar of the Holy Thorn chapel was so consecrated, as the 
high altar had been consecrated at the time of the church’s dedication 
in 1932.) An impressive part of the ceremonies of the consecration 
of the altar is the triumphal procession with the relics of the martyrs 
and other saints to be enclosed in the mensa of the altar (or in the 
altar stone, if it is portable). Four Benedictine Fathers, vested in 
red copes, bore on their shoulders the velvet-draped bier upon which 
rested, in a gold-plated reliquary, designed in the form of a little church, 
the relics of the saints to be enclosed in the altar of the Holy Thorn. 
During this procession the choir sang the appointed antiphons, which 
were expressive of homage paid by wayfarers of earth to the heroes 
of Christ who had been faithful in the battle. A 

An ever-increasing spirit of joy seemed to pervade the psalms 
and antiphons as the ceremony progressed toward its climax, noticeable 
particularly in the beautiful words of Psalm 86: “Glorious things are 
said of thee, O holy City of God,” referring to the church being con- 
secrated. 

When at length the long ceremonies of consecration were ended, 
the Archbishop celebrated the holy Sacrifice of the Mass at the newly- 
consecrated altar. Afterwards the prelates, clergy and seminarians went 
in procession to the side chapel of the Sorrowful Mother, where the 
Blessed Sacrament had been exposed for adoration during the cere- 
monies, and accompanied the Archbishop as he brought the monstrance 
back to the high altar. Pontifical Benediction was given, and then 
came the thrilling moment when the Sacred Host was replaced in the 
stationary monstrance on the exposition throne, and the Divine King 
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of Love commenced, as it were, a new reign in His now consecrated 
Temple. 

Seventeen years previously, the late Cardinal Mundelein had ex- 
posed the Sacred Host for the first time in a small monstrance in the 
temporary chapel. Four years later he had again placed the Sacred 
Host in the large stationary monstrance in the pyesent permanent Sanc- 
tuary — an honor which he would cede to no other. And now, on this 
happy day, his venerable successor, the Most Reverend Archbishop 
Stritch, presented to the Divine Bridegroom the entire Sanctuary as a 
Bride adorned with jewels, and replaced the Blessed Sacrament on Its 
permanent throne, to receive the continued homage of consecrated 
adorers and of many other devoted lovers of the Holy Eucharist in 
the long years to come. 

During the recessional. of the Archbishop and clergy following 
Benediction, the entire assembly voiced its heartfelt praise and thanks- 
giving in singing the hymn: “Holy God, We Praise Thy Name.” 

In the afternoon, Pontifical Vespers and Benediction were cele- 
brated by the Rt. Rev. Stephen Schappler, O.S.B., Abbot of the Monas- 
tery of Conception, Missouri, assisted by monks of his community 
and students of St. Mary of the Lake Seminary. 

Great was the joy of the Sisters as they sang for the first time in 
their newly-consecrated church the inspiring chant of the Office of sthe 
Dedication. The Magnificat was to them a canticle of joy and grati- 
tude in fullest truth, as their hearts’ deep sentiments found expression 
in the pean of praise of the humble Virgin of Nazareth, “My soul 
magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God, my Savior... For 
He who is mighty has done great things for me and His Name is 
holy. . .” 

One of the antiphons of the ritual of consecration (occurring also 
in the Office of the Dedication) applies most fittingly to this Sanctuary 
of unceasing prayer: “Domus mea domus orationis vocabitur — My 
House shall be called a House of Prayer.” May this house of prayer, 
under God’s protection, long remain standing as a ladder that reaches 
from earth to heaven, whereon day and night the angels ascend and 
descend, bearing heavenward to the Throne of God the prayers and 
sacrifices offered in this sacred temple, and returning to earth richly 
laden with God’s choicest blessings! 

On this never-to-be-forgotten day, prayers of gratitude were offered 
for our many kind friends and benefactors who since the initial steps 
were taken for the foundation of this Perpetual Adoration Sanctuary 
have assisted us by their prayers and sacrificial offerings in the erection 
and maintenance of this House of God. May the blessing of our 
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Eucharistic King descend upon all in fullest measure, and may He in 
His goodness deign to supply for our inability to repay the many mag- 
nanimous acts of charity extended to us in His behalf. May He, 
from His newly-consecrated Temple, continue to shower His abundant 
blessings upon each and all, and may He deign graciously to grant the 
prayer which we appsopriate to ourselves from the Rogation Litanies: 
“That Thou wouldst reward with eternal life all those who do us good 
for Thy Name’s sake: we beseech Thee, hear us.” 





“Upon this rock I will build 
- My Church, 
isieibeainierem and the gates of hell 


dla Wh 






|) ype shall not prevail against it’”’ 
a8 ial (Matt. xvi. 18). 








N EVERY age it has been the concern of the Catholic 
Church that Christians who have unfortunately 
withdrawn from her Fold should at length be re- 
called to their true Mother. In the Litany of the 
Saints, which for centuries has been used in her 
services on certain occasions, she has incorporated 

an invocation which reads: “That Thou wouldst vouchsafe to bring 

back to the Unity of the Church all those who have strayed away, and 
lead to the light of the Gospel all unbelievers, we beseech Thee hear 
us, O Lord.” The frequent recitation of this prayer is furthermore 
encouraged by an indulgence of 300 days, granted for each repetition. 

Throughout her liturgical prayers, various petitions implore this same 

favor of the goodness of God. 

Since 1908, there has been annually observed a special week of 
prayer for this same intention, extending from January 18, the Feast 
of the Chair of St. Peter in Rome, to that of the Conversion of St. 
Paul, January 25. The idea of such an octave of prayer originated 
with the Very Reverend Paul James Francis, S.A., Founder of the | 
Society of the Atonement, the Motherhouse of which is located at 
Graymoor, New York. The Octave was inaugurated through the 
Society’s publication, “The Lamp,” in the year above mentioned, at 
which time the Friars and Sisters of the Atonement were members of 
the Anglican Church. Keenly alive to the sad condition of Christendom 
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resulting from the unhappy dissensions in belief and worship, Father 
Paul recognized the fact that reunion could come about only by the 
power and grace of Almighty God, and hence the most powerful means 
man could employ was that of prayer. But if the condition of discord 
and disunion in our troubled religious world were to be remedied, 
Father Paul knew also that it could mean but one kind of reunion, 
namely, the return of all dissident Christians to communion with the 
Apostolic See. Accordingly, he proposed that these intentions be 
specifically and definitely set forth to be prayed for during the Octave. 
On each day of the Octave, therefore, the whole Catholic world, and 
with it thousands of earnest Christians outside the Catholic Fold, unite 
in praying for the following intentions :— 

January 18. The return of all the “other sheep” to the one Fold 
of Peter, the One Shepherd. 

January 19. The return of all Oriental Separatists to communion — 
with the Apostolic See. : 

January 20. The submission of Anglicans to the authority of the 
Vicar of Christ. 

January 21. That the Lutherans and all other Protestants of Con- 
tinental Europe may find their way “back to Holy Mother Church.” 

January 22. That Christians in America may become one in com- 
munion with the Chair of Peter. 

January 23. The return to the sacraments of all lapsed Catholics. 

January 24. The conversion of the Jews. 

January 25. The missionary conquest of the world for Christ. 

We all know that there are millions of souls in Africa, Oceania, 
the Far East, on the continents of Europe and here in our own country 
and hemisphere who are sitting in the darkness of a paganism of one 
kind or another, and are entirely excluded from the pale of truth: 
men, women and children, born to the image and likeness of God and 
destined to be eternally happy with Him in heaven, yet by circumstances 
of birth and education denied the privilege of knowing, loving and 
serving Him in this life, so as to merit the blessedness of the life to 
come. We are urged to pray particularly for these on the first day 
of thie Octave. On the second day we are asked to pray for Oriental 
Separatists. Once these, too, held the same doctrines of Unity and 
Truth which were taught by the Apostles, but as century followed cen- 
tury, many of these originally Christian believers were separated from 
the True Fold of Peter. During our own century, there have been 
some mass conversions among these schismatic members of the Oriental 
Church, but there are still millions of souls debarred by the falsity 
of error from the unity of Catholicism. 
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The initial break of the Anglican Church from Rome was brought 
about by Henry VIII, a man who prided himself on the title of “De- 
fender of the Faith,” but who, because of the Holy Father’s refusal to 
sanction his unlawful marriage during the life of his first wife, denied 
the supremacy of the Pope and took to himself the title of “Protector 
and Supreme Head of the Church of England.” Today, the Anglicans, 
like their unfortunate leader, remain separated from the Church of 
Rome and Catholics throughout the world are asked on January 20 to 
make the healing of the breach made four hundred years ago the sub- 
ject of their prayer. The lamentable spread of pernicious beliefs 
taught by Luther still holds other millions of souls from the light of 
Divine Truth and union with the Catholic Church. Whether they pro- 
fess to be Lutherans or belong to some other Protestant sect, let us 
earnestly supplicate God to lead these people “back to Holy Mother 
Church.” 

In the United States there are over one hundred and twenty-two 
millions of people, and fewer than twenty-two millions are Roman 
Catholics. This means that a hundred million of our own people, for 
whom the early missionaries gave up their lives and zealous apostles 
of modern times have labored so self-sacrificingly, are still separated 
from the Church. The Good Shepherd and Redeemer of mankind 
declares that “there will be joy in heaven over one sinner who repents, 
more than over ninety-nine just who have no need of repentance” (Luke 
xv. 7). It requires courage for a man or woman who has remained 
away from the sacraments a long time to take the step to return to the 
tribunal of mercy. That is why we are urged to pray fervently on the 
sixth day of the Octave to obtain strength for these souls, that they may 
again know that peace that surpasses understanding. 

The Jews for over 4000 years were God’s “Chosen People,” yet 
when the Messiah came unto His own, “they received Him not.” We 
must pray for the Jews that they may no longer refuse to believe that 
He for whom they have waited has come, and has established the 
temple of the New Law, the Holy Catholic Church. 

The closing intention of the Octave is the missionary conquest of 
the world for Christ, and is most fittingly assigned to the Feast of the 
Conversion of St. Paul, the great world-missionary. This intention is 
particularly timely and proves the all-embracing sympathy and under- 
standing of the Church of Rome, which seeks not territorial conquests 
but the souls of men in order to help them achieve a greater charity, 
a livelier faith and a stronger hope in the merits of a well-spent life. 


The Church Unity Octave is primarily a prayer movement. To 
pray wholeheartedly for the Octave intentions, the Catholic must be 
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imbued with lively sentiments of faith, hope and charity: unquestioned 
faith in Our Lord’s teachings and in His promises, as well as in His 
almighty power to accomplish what man cannot accomplish; a strong 
hope of a world united in the common worship of the Holy Trinity in 
one Divinely constituted fellowship, the Church of Christ, which alone 
can give assurance of the fulfilment of peace and security for all 
peoples, through happiness found in goodness of life and fidelity to 
God in all the problems which life brings; and finally, charity, the 
“greatest of these,” which ministers not only to man’s material wants 
but to the higher interests of his soul. 

The first fruits of the Octave were reaped in the corporate reception 
of the entire Society of the Atonement into the Catholic Church eighteen 
months after the first observance. Three years later, while observing 
the Octave, the Anglican community of Benedictine monks on the Isle 
of Caldey and the Benedictine nuns of Milford Haven, South Wales, 
suddenly found themselves of one mind in imitating the example set 
by the Friars and Sisters of the Atonement, and made application to 
the Holy See for reception in a body into the Catholic Church. From 
its small beginning the Church Unity Octave has come to be observed 
in all parts of the world, with an ever-increasing number of participants. 
Every year on the opening day of the Octave the Holy Father offers 
up the holy Sacrifice of the Mass for the Octave intentions. His Holi- 
ness, Pope Benedict XV, by a Papal Brief, dated February 25, 1916, 
extended the observance of the Church Unity Octave to the Universal 
Church. Let us make it truly universal, so that the “fulness of time” 
may come when there will be ONE FOLD, AND ONE SHEPHERD, 
when the Church of Christ will have become the common Mother of 
the children of a common Kingdom! 


0-D-0-O-0-O-e ‘ 
Enroll yourself and your loved ones (living and deceased) in the 


fissociation of Perpetual Adoration 
(Established with ecclesiastical approval in 1878) 


EMBERS share in the treasury of good works of numerous 
adorers and in the unceasing prayers offered before the Most 
Blessed Sacrament exposed in four Sanctuaries. 

Offering for simple memberships, $1.00. For privileged member- 
ships, $10:00. Privileged memberships for families (father, mother 
and children) $50.00. 

All memberships are perpetual and need never be renewed. 

The certificate of enrollment enumerates the many spiritual benefits 
in which the members share, 


Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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Good Intentions 


. ren : 

E HAS done all things well’ (Mark vii. 37), it was said 
of Jesus. 

To be a true disciple of this Master, everything done 

by a follower of His must also be done well. 

The saints were His true disciples. The simplest 
definition of a saint is: “One who, with the object of pleasing and 
honoring God, does his ordinary duties extraordinarily well.” In the 
Christian life it is the intention that gives to the act its value and 
importance. All actions, however trifling they are, may become very 
excellent and meritorious if they are performed from a good motive. 


If the love of God is the leading motive of all we do, then nothing 
can help but be done well even though from external appearances it 
seems to be a failure. 

St. Paul, writing to the Corinthians, gives this advice, which con- 
tains the quintessence, the marrow, of all perfection and holiness: 
“Whatsoever you do, do all for the glory of God” (1 Cor. x. 31). 
If we put into practice this sublime teaching of the Apostle, it alone 
will suffice to bring us to sanctity and to destroy the human spirit 
which so often deprives us of merit even in seemingly supernatural 
works. We will “lay up for ourselves treasures in heaven,” where the 
Divine Banker has promised not only simple or compound interest 
on our deposits, but thirty, sixty and a hundredfold for all eternity. 





Every person in the state of sanctifying grace, howsoever poor 
he may be, can deposit treasures in the Bank of Heaven. Every trivial 
act performed from a supernatural motive will be infallibly accepted 
as a deposit in this Bank. It is the simple intention of doing every- 
thing from a pure motive that elevates, transforms, supernaturalizes 
and makes all that we do fit for the Treasury of Heaven. 

An action not directed to God fails to reach Him, for the super- 
natural significance of all our efforts and good works is no more and 
no less than their prayer-value — the extent to which they embody 
and express the right raising up of our mind and heart to God. 

Our first care in the morning should be to offer to God all our 
thoughts, words and works of the day, and thus form the right inten- 
tion of doing everything for God’s greater honor and glory. 


O Jesus, I offer Thee all my thoughts, words and actions 
of this day, all the pains, griefs, humiliations, trials and joys 
which Thy Divine Providence permits or sends to me, for 
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the glory and intentions of Thy Sacred Heart, and for the 
salvation of souls. 


By thus seeking to perform all things through the motive of love 
for God, and by doing all things with care and attention, we elevate 
our acts in all their parts by a union of charity with Jesus, just as 
He elevates by sacramental union all the parts of the consecrated 
Host, and by that union ennobles, sanctifies and deifies them. If there 
were a part to which Our Lord were not united, it would not be en- 
nobled nor sanctified, nor deified, but would remain profane and 
valueless. x 

It is the same with our actions in regard to our intentions. Let 
us, then, beg Jesus each morning to inspire our thoughts, to direct our 
intentions, to animate our prayers, to vivify our words, to make fruit- 
ful our works, to sanctify our sorrows, to spiritualize our joys. 

Then, if in the course of the day, before starting a new work, we 
carefully recommend it to God in a special manner, by an elevation 
of the heart or ejaculatory prayer, such as, “All for Thee, O Sacred 
Heart of Jesus,” we will, in the course of time, accustom ourselves not 
to perform a single action that has not first been offered to God, and 
in so doing will banish from our hearts all seeking of vainglory and 
human motives. 

Here is a practice which will be of great use in doing this. It 
is to accustom oneself to look at God in the beginning of one’s actions, 
to make an act of humility by acknowledging oneself incapable of 
performing them worthily, and then undertaking them for love of Him 
and offering them to Him, united to the similar actions done by His 
Son when on earth. 

If this simple rule is followed, whatever your hands have to do 
will be done well; whatever your mind aims at will be done well. 
When you pray, you will pray well. When you attend Church services, 
you will do it well. When you receive the sacraments, you will re- 
ceive them well. When you perform your daily duties, or the most 
indifferent actions, as well as those necessary for life — eating, drink- 
ing, sleeping, resting, — you will do them well. 

Let this rule have no exception in your daily life, in your hourly 
and daily tasks: To po ALL THINGS WELL, not onLY Now AND 
AGAIN, BUT ALWAYS; NOT MERELY ONE THING HERE AND ANOTHER 
THERE, BUT EVERYTHING. t 

Follow this rule, and you will not only live well, but you will 
most certainly die well. Moreover, only thus will you give to God 
the full measure of glory that He expects from you at each moment 
of your life, and win for yourself a very high degree of glory in heaven. 











Know and Explain Vour Catholic Faith 


Pts 
The Apostles’ Creed 


ARTICLE XI — THE RESURRECTION OF THE BODY 
Continued 
as ae ° Soe ed 

E elect,’’ says St. Thomas, “‘shall all rise in bodies of the size and 

vigor suited to the perfect age of man; that is, in the state of a 

human body perfectly formed and free from, all defect.” This 
is according to what St. Paul wrote to the Ephesians (iv. 13): “... 
until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the deep knowledge 
of the Son of God, to perfect manhood, to the mature measure of the 
fulness of Christ.’’ The body that will be summoned from the dust of 
the earth will have its integrity preserved. The bodies of the aged and 
infirm will rise with the freshness of youth; those of the crippled and 
maimed will come forth from the dust endowed with a new and re- 
splendent physical perfection. ‘“‘As the members appertain to the in- 
tegrity of human nature,” says St. Augustine, “‘they shall all be restored 
together; for they who were either blind from birth or who lost their 
sight on account of some disease, the lame, the maimed and the para- 
lyzed, will rise again with an entire and perfect body.” 

In this present life the body of man is an animal body, and there- 
fore to preserve its life it must be nourished with material food; but 
after the resurrection it will be spiritual, because in the next world its 
life will be preserved by the spirit, without the aid of material food. 
“What is sown (buried) a natural body rises a spiritual body,” says 
St. Paul (1 Cor. xv. 44). The glorified bodies of the just will be perfect 
in every member and every organ, but the functions of the physical life 
(eating, drinking, sleeping, etc.) will no longer be performed. Hence 
it is said of the elect that they shall be heavenly men, because by glory 
they shall be made like to the angels. ‘Those who shall be accounted 
worthy of that world and of the resurrection from the dead,” says St. 
Luke, “... are equal to the angels, and are sons of God, being sons of 
the resurrection” (xx. 35, 36). This does not mean, however, that the 
blessed in heaven will become angels, for though their nature will be 
spiritualized, it will not lose its human personality. The angels, on the 
other hand, are pure spirits; that is, they were never united to bodies 
and never will be. So, although the elect shall become like the angels, 
they will not be angels. 

The bodies of the the just will be glorious and immortal, and will 
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resemble the Body of our Risen Savior; but the bodies of the wicked, 
although free from all defect and deformity, will be hideous, like the 
demons. Thus the body, which was the partaker on earth with the soul 
in the performance of good or evil, will be the partaker for all eternity 
of the reward or punishment of that soul. 

Qualities of the Risen Bodies of the JUST 

The glorified bodies of the just will rise in honor, worthy of the 
highest esteem; they will rise in power, masters over time and space, 
immune from every suffering, and enjoying perfect freedom of action; 
they will become spiritualized, shining as the noonday sun and clothed 
in immortal splendor. 

“What is sown (that is, buried) in corruption,’’ writes St. Paul, 
“rises in incorruption; what is sown in dishonor rises in glory; what is 
sown in weakness rises in power; what is sown a natural body rises a 
spiritual body’ (1 Cor. xv. 42-44). According to this teaching of the 
Apostle, the bodies of the just will be endowed with four magnificent 
attributes or qualities: 1. IMPASSIBILITY (no longer subject to alter- 
ations, suffering or death.) 2. SUBTILITY (able to pass through mat- 
ter, like spirits). 3. AGILITY (capable of going from one place to 
another with incredible swiftness, without effort). 4. BRIGHTNESS 
(shining with an incomparable splendor). Let us consider each of 
these qualities. 


1. IMPASSIBILITY. Here on earth we suffer from heat and cold, 
from hunger and thirst; we suffer from weariness and pain, from sick- 
ness, from sadness of heart; we suffer from all the ills of this weary 
life, and finally we shall have to undergo the agonies of death. But 
after having risen from the dead, the bodies of the just shall suffer no 
more pain, no more sadness of any kind; for then their bodies will be 
endowed with the quality of impassibility, which will exempt them not 
only from death and corruption, but from all injury, so that, were they 
placed even in the flames of hell, neither the fire nor the devils could 
cause them any pain. St. John tells us this in the Apocalypse (xxi. 4): 
“God will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no 
more; neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain any more, 
for the former things have passed away.’’ The beauty and vigor of the 
glorified bodies will never diminish in the slightest degree, throughout 
the endless ages of eternity. 


2. SUBTILITY. The second quality of a glorified body is subtility, 
which makes it similar to a spirit. In this life our body is composed 
of gross matter, but after the resurrection the bodies of the just shall 
be refined, subtle, gifted with the qualities of a spirit. They will be 
able to pass through solid matter — through wood, through the hardest 
stone — as light passes through glass, as the X-ray penetrates solid 
substances, as electricity passes through the most compact metallic 
masses, or as heat passes through iron. The glorified body will still 
possess flesh and bones, but in such a manner-subject to the soul as 
to be perfectly obedient to its will, so that no material power or ter- 
restrial obstacle will be able to cause the least delay or hindrance to its 
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action. The risen Body of our Savior passed in an instant through the 
stone of the tomb and through the closed doors of the Cenacle. In 
like manner, matter will place no obstacle to the risen bodies of the 
just. Even if the entire space separating heaven from earth were one 
single block of granite, says a spiritual writer (Drexelius), the bodies 
of the blessed would pass through it as the rays of the sun pass through 
the glass without dividing it. 


3. AGILITY. The third quality of the glorified bodies of the elect 
will be agility. In this life our body is heavy and wearisome; we need 
rest, we can move only slowly from place to place. But after the resur- 
rection the body will be agile; the soul will be able to move it with 
lightning swiftness whithersoever it pleases, without any effort. The 
blessed who will wish to approach Jesus Christ, or His Blessed Mother, 
or anyone else, or go anywhere, will only need to will it, and their bodies 
will accomplish their will on the instant. The lightning itself, swift as 
it is, cannot be compared with the celerity of the flight of the blessed. 

St. Augustine says in this regard: ‘“‘The body will be where the 
spirit wills to be. The blessed will be like the angels. Like these, they 
will be able to move with extreme celerity, not only their own bodies, 
but other objects of enormous mass. To the angels it is a matter of 
no effort to uproot the most vigorous trees, to throw down the most solid 
towers, to dissipate armies, to dry up the sources of rivers, to congeal 
the waters of the ocean, to unleash the winds and the tempests, to pre- 
cipitate the stars; all this is of extreme facility to the angels. More- 
over, an angel moves through the whole universe in one instant, and 
the angel who transplanted the Prophet Habacuc from Judea to Baby- 
lon in one moment offers us an example and a proof. Now, Jesus 
Christ assures us in the Gospel (Matt. xxii. 30) “the just shall be like 
the angels of God.”’ 

4. BRIGHTNESS. The fourth quality of the glorified body will be 
glory or brightness. This truth appears from Our Lord’s own words: 
“The just will shine forth like the sun in the kingdom of their Father” 
(Matt. xiii. 43). St. Paul affirms this same truth in his Epistle to the 
Philippians (iii. 21): ‘Our Lord Jesus Christ will refashion the body of 
our lowliness, conforming it to the body of His glory.” 

St. Mechtilde once asked Our Lord what would be the brightness 
of the bodies of the elect when their souls should have been reunited 
with them, and received this reply: “At the resurrection, the body will 
be seven times more brilliant than the sun, and the soul seven times 
more brilliant than the body. The soul will take back its body like a 
garment, and illumine all the members as the sun sends its rays through 
the crystal. And I shall penetrate the entire soul with an ineffable 
light, and thus the elect will shine in the celestial abode, body and soul 
reunited forever.”’ From this it appears that the glory of the risen 
body will be a sort of refulgence reflected from the supreme happiness 
of the soul — an emanation of the bliss which it enjoys and which 
beams through the body. This quality therefore is communicated to the 
body in proportion as the soul itself is rendered happy by a participa- 
tion of the happiness of God. The holier it will be, the greater will 
be the light it will radiate. Hence, this quality is not common to all 
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in the same degree; for, as St. Paul says: ‘“‘There is one glory of the 
sun, and another glory of the moon, and another of the stars; for star 
differs from star in glory’ (1 Cor. xv. 41). There will be no envy or 
jealousy among the elect on this account, but only perfect peace and 
charity. 


Qualities of the Risen Bodies of the DAMNED 


The bodies of the damned will also rise, and will likewise be in- 
corruptible or immortal, by the Divine power. But their incorruptibility 
will serve the Divine Justice, that, living forever, they may te punished 
forever. Our Lord warned His disciples in most serious terms of the 
“hell of unquenchable fire, ‘where their worm dies not, and the fire 
is not quenched’” (Mark ix. 41-47). 

The bodies of the damned shall be passible in the animal senses, 
says St. Thomas; that is, their senses will be exquisitely capable of every 
form of pain. ‘They shall desire to die, but death shall fly from them” 
(Apoc. ix. 6). According to their deserts, their bodies will be hideous 
and in every way loathsome and insupportable. All those vices and 
filthy passions to which they were addicted during life will be depicted 
on their countenances. Bodies which during life were pampered and 
indulged, surfeited, and defiled with abominable crimes, will rise from 
thein graves with frightful looks, distorted features and convulsed 
limbs. And this is only as it should be; for, as these bodies were sub- 
servient to the souls in the commission of crime, it is only just that 
the marks of the crime should be borne by them, and that they should 
bear clear testimony to the vices in which they were sharers. 

The bodies of the damned shall rise immortal, indeed, but only 
to suffer forever the torments of the damned, to be consigned forever 
to the dark prison of hell, and to live forever in eternal flames. 

As the reunion of soul and body will be to the elect a source of 
unspeakable delight, so to the reprobate it will be a source of unutter- 
able woe and torment. Each will curse the other for having been 
the cause of its damnation, and each will be to the other an object 
of reproach and abhorrence for all eternity. 

To be continued 


Fathways to | ae 


From the inspiring book entitled JESUS, by the Most Rev. Luis 
Martinez, Archbishop of Mexico, published by ‘“‘La Cruz.” Translated 
from the Spanish, with the permission of the author. 


—>i- 


HE angels, while announcing to the world the unique and 
incomparable joy of the Birth of Jesus, made two prom- 
ises: one for heaven, the other for earth. For heaven, 
‘the glory of God; for earth, peace to men of good will. 
And these two promises embrace and sum up the whole work of Jesus 
Christ in this world: It was for this He came, to give glory to God 
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and to bring peace to men; that was His work: the glory of God and 
the peace of souls. 

As it would not be possible in merely a few pages to treat at the 
same time of these two delightful fruits of Jesus, I shall limit myself 
to considering at this time only one of them — PEACE. This is what 
Jesus Christ brought from heaven. It is His gift, the gift of God; a 
gift so beautiful, so profound, so efficacious, that we shall never be 
able to comprehend it. We should be able to say of Divine peace what 
Our Lord said of Himself to the Samaritan woman at the well of 
Jacob: “Si scires donum Dei! — If thou didst know the Gift of God!” 
If we but knew the gift of God! If we but realized what peace is! 
If we but comprehended all the treasures Our Lord has placed in it, 
we would be able to say how it is the resume, the crowning and the 
synthesis of all the graces and all the heavenly blessings we have 
received in Christ Jesus. 

Peace is the seal of Christ. It is not one of so many gifts He has 
brought us, — it is in a certain manner HIS GIFT. When He appeared 
upon earth on that never-to-be-forgotten night at Bethlehem, the angels 
announced peace. Again on that other memorable night, the last that 
He spent on earth, that sweetest night of the Cenacle and the Eucharist, 
Jesus left peace to His loved ones as the testament of His Love: “My 
peace I leave you. . . My peace I give you...” And when He was risen 
again, the greeting that He invariably gave His Apostles was this: “Pax 
vobis — Peace be with you!” Moreover, He recommended that when 
exercising their apostolic mission, upon coming to any house they should 
always say these same words: “Pax vobis — Peace be with you,” — 
and if a son of peace were there, their peace should rest upon him; 
and if not, He said, “your peace shall return to you.” 

Holy Church, which sounds the depths of the Spirit of Jesus, 
which is Jesus Himself perpetuated through the course of the ages, 
has gathered the words of her Divine Master, and in her liturgy con- 
stantly implores for and imparts to her children this peace, and wills 
that we should give it to one another. Thus almost all of the sacra- 
ments are concluded in peace: “Pax tecum — Peace be with thee,” 
says the priest upon dismissing the newly-baptized person; similarly 
the bishop addresses the one confirmed; and to him who has been 
purified in the sacrament of penance, the priest says: “Vade in pace — 
Go in peace.” 

At times, the communication of peace is made by some external 
ceremony, full of tenderness: for instance, an embrace, as in solemn 
High Mass, between the celebrant and his ministers; again, it is a kiss, 
as between the bishop and the priest whom he has just ordained. Thus 
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almost the entire liturgy is impregnated with this spirit of Jesus Christ, 
and at every step there resounds in it the word of Jesus to His Apostles 
after His resurrection: Peace be with thee, peace be with you. 

It is certain that the life of the Church is nothing else than a 
triumphant march of peace through the world: over the cradle of the 
Church, as over the stable of Bethlehem, the angels might well have 
sung the same Canticle: “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth, 
peace to men of good will.” Because the Church has done. nothing 
else, nor intends to do anything else, nor has any other mission, than 
to give glory to God and peace to men of good will. 

But this peace of Jesus Christ has special characteristics which 
it behooves us to contemplate at least in passing. To begin with, it 
is, as it were, His exclusively: Jesus has the full control over peace. 
It was for this reason that on the eve of His Passion He said to His 
disciples: “I give you MY peace, the peace which the world cannot 
give.” It may be said that the world, which falsifies everything, cannot 
falsify peace, much as it attempts to do so. It falsifies happiness; 
it is certain that the happiness of the world is artificial, at times com- 
ing near to being grotesque; but in the end it is false. It falsifies 
wisdom, casting into darkness, by a vain science, those who would 
believe; it falsifies love, giving this sacred name to a brutal passion 
or to vile egoism. To conclude, the world, the child of Satan, the 
father of lies, is essentially a liar, falsifying everything. But there is 
something that it cannot falsify: PEACE. The world cannot give 
peace because it is something Divine, because it is the seal of Jesus. 


And this peace which Our Lord gives us is profound. It is not 
superficial or purely exterior, like the peace that reigns in the sepul- 
chres, or the peace of the deserts, which in reality is not peace, but 
solitude, emptiness, desolation. . . God’s peace differs from this in 
that it touches the depths of our hearts; it is something that invades us 
as an exquisite, penetrating perfume, — a something, we would be 
able to say with St. Paul, “reaching unto the division of soul and 
spirit.” It is plenitude, it is life. 

It is also indestructible. Nothing and no one can deprive a soul 
of this gift which it has received from God: the peace of heaven; 
neither the persecutions of tyrants, nor the assaults of the demon, nor 
all the vicissitudes of earth can trouble a heart in which God has 
established His peace. On the eve of His Passion, Our Lord told His 
Apostles that He would give them His joy, and He added: “Et gaudium 
vestrum, nemo tollet a vobis — and your joy no man shall take from 
you.” Exactly the same can be said of peace: “Et nemo tollet a vobis — 
No one shall take it from you.” Men may deprive us of everything: 
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our homes, our goods, our liberty and even our life. To a certain 
degree they may even deprive us of happiness. True, perfect happi- 
ness is that which is to be had precisely when the eyes weep and the 
heart bleeds; but since such heights are proper only to very elevated 
and perfect souls, they can, in a certain manner, deprive us even of 
joy. But they cannot take away our peace, once Jesus has given it to us, 
and it can continue to reign in our hearts despite the miseries, sadness 
and bitterness of life. 

The peace of Christ is, in fine, a rich peace, full of sweetness and 
tenderness. St. Paul, speaking of it, said: “The peace of God, which 
surpasses all understanding — Pax Dei quae exsuperat omne sensum.” 
This peace is the unique form of true happiness upon earth. Without 
the splendors of the Beatific Vision, without the inamissibility of that 
permanent state, without the overflowing joy of heaven, peace is “the 
substance of the things that we hope for — sperandarum substantia 
rerum,” it is the substance of that felicity whose fruits we are to enjoy 
in heaven. 

It is now nineteen centuries since Jesus made: this most rich gift 
to humanity; and at every Christmas He renews this heavenly gift in 
souls, and the angels sing anew: “Peace on earth to men of good will,” 
and at every Easter, Jesus risen greets the faithful anew with His 
favorite word, Pax vobis! causing to overflow in Christian hearts the 
abundant and impetuous torrent of peace. 

I do not refer precisely to exterior, collective and international 
peace. No, I refer to that deep interior peace which neither wars nor 
persecutions succeed in troubling. Why, I repeat, is peace so wanting 
in souls? I can understand that in souls there should be trials; I can 
understand that there should be pain; but what seems difficult to com- 
prehend, if things are considered thoroughly, is that peace should be 
wanting in the soul of a Christian. 

We Christians have a right to suffer, to be afflicted, to be persecuted ; 
but we have no right to lose our peace. Because the proper attitude 
of a Christian, his natural tendency, should be toward peace, and in 
the midst of all the vicissitudes, combats and miseries of life, he should 
be able to preserve interior peace, — the seal of Jesus and the character- 
istic mark of a Christian. 

Where God is, there is peace, and we bear God in our hearts. 
Neither life nor death, nor the powers of heaven or those of hell, nor 
height, nor depth, nor any other creature, can tear from our hearts this 
God whom we possess; then, why is not our entire life embalmed with 
this peace? 

To be continued 
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Calvary’s Treasures 


mK 


O ME there is nothing so piercing, so thrilling, 
so overcoming as the Mass as it is said amongst 
us. I could attend Masses forever and not be 
tired. It is not a mere form of words, it is a 
great action, the greatest action that can be per- 
formed on earth!” With these words the great 
Cardinal Newman introduces that wonderful pass- 





book, “Loss and Gain.” And the feeling of 
awe and adoring wonder which filled the Cardi- 
nal’s soul has thrilled the heart of every priest who has ever stood at 
the foot of the altar repeating the touching words: “I will go unto 
the altar of God, to God who giveth joy to my youth.” For, is it not 
to him CALVARY repeated, or rather continued? CALVARY — with 
all its sufficiency of redeeming grace; CALVARY — with its infinite 
homage of the Crucified God-man offered to the Creator as a substitute 
for the finite adoration of His sinful creatures; the humiliation, the 
thirst, the agony, the bitterness of the Cross in expiation for the pride 
and self-indulgence of the great rebellion of our first parents and the 
not lesser rebellions of all their posterity; the supreme thank-offering 
of the mangled Christ in grateful recognition of all the benefits and 
mercies lavished upon humanity from the beginning? All these things 
flash through the priest’s mind as he makes the confession of his own 
unworthiness to stand on Calvary and, in virtue of that Eternal Priest- 
hood in which he is a sharer, commands the frail elements of bread 
and wine to give place to the Body and Blood of Him who has suffered 
on the Cross. 

As he stands awed and trembling in the presence wf the great 
Eucharistic Mystery, the cry of faith rings in the priest’s ears: “Lo, 
thou standest on Calvary, clothed with the priesthood of the great High 
Priest, offering to the Eternal Father the same Victim for the same 
high ends and holy purposes!” When he folds his hands, closes his 
eyes and makes his memento for the living, he cannot help including 
each and every soul now upon the earth, reddened as they are with the 
Blood of Calvary, and the prayer instinctively rises to his lips, “Father, 
forgive them, for they know not what they do.” But lo, the sacrificial 
words are uttered and with eyes of faith he sees in the Sacred Elements 
before him on the altar the bruised and mangled Body, the Precious 
Blood oozing from hands and feet, the pierced Side and thorn-crowned 


7 age on the Mass which is to be found in his’ 








282 Tabernacle and Purgatory 


head. “Ecce Agnus Dei qui tollit peccata mundi — Behold the Lamb 
of God who taketh away the sins of the world!” Behold Him, who 
remains on His altar until the end of time, continuing and renewing 
daily and hourly the great sacrificial act of Calvary — adoring God 
the Father, thanking Him for His benefits, expiating the sins and of- 
fenses of humanity and obtaining for those who will be saved the 
graces necessary for salvation. 

“Remember also, O Lord, Thy servants and handmaids who have 
gone before us with the sign of faith and sleep the sleep of peace.” 
With folded hands and closed eyes the priest for a brief space bids 
farewell to earth and enters in spirit the realms of death. The lake 
of suffering souls stretches out before his gaze. The Precious Blood 
of Calvary is dropping down from countless altars,- cleansing and 
purifying them from worldly stain. His heart goes out in pity to the 
holy ones suffering there and the cry of mercy rises to his lips: “To 
these, O Lord, and to all who rest in Christ, grant, we beseech Thee, 
a place of refreshment, light and peace, through the same Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen.” 

He must now perforce prepare his own soul for the coming of 
its Divine Guest. The prayers are said, the Bridegroom comes, the 
brief thanksgiving is over, the last Gospel read and the priest comes 
down from Calvary, carrying with him a vision of that suffering world 
which he has entered during the few moments of the memento for 
the dead. He has learned there the need of great purity of soul, the 
heinousness of slight offenses in those who are destined to stand forever 
in the presence of the all-holy God. He has stood beneath the Cross 
of Calvary with Mary and Magdalen and the beloved Apostle, and 
whilst the earth quaked and the graves opened and the dead came forth, 
he has seen through the thick darkness, encircling the Cross in letters 
of light, the prophetic words: “From the rising of the sun till the 
going down thereof, My Name is great amongst the Gentiles, and in 
every place there is Sacrifice and there is offered to My Name a clean 
Oblation.” 


A Mass for the Poor Souls Receives an Abundant Recompense 


Every well-instructed Catholic knows how efficacious the Sacrifice 
of the Mass is for the poor souls in purgatory. It is the offering up 
of the Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, and, consequently, 
the work of works, with which nothing can compare for the liberation 
of these unfortunate prisoners beyond the tomb. We read in the life 
of St. Peter Damian that this holy servant of God was left an orphan 
at a tender age, and was taken into the house of one of his elder brothers, 
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who treated him very cruelly, making him go barefoot and in rags 
and endure the privations and sufferings of a beggar. It happened 
that he one day found a small sum of money. He felt he possessed 
a fortune. But how was he to spend it? His miserable state — so 
poor and friendless — suggested many ways. But finally after thinking 
the matter over and over again, he resolved to give it to a priest to 
celebrate Mass for the holy souls in purgatory. From that time on his 
fortune was changed. He was adopted by another brother of amiable 
disposition, who took him into his home, treated him as his own child, 
clothed him, and sent him to school, whence he came forth a great 
man and a great saint, and became an ornament of the College of 
Cardinals and one of the most illustrious pillars of the Church. 

In this example we see how one single Mass obtained, at a slight 
personal sacrifice, such great blessings for this future saint and Doctor 
of the Church. It is always well to bear in mind that the souls in 
purgatory are so grateful to their benefactors that when they are once in 
heaven, they become their advocates. A Catholic can make no better 
New Year’s resolution than henceforth to employ all possible diligence 
in assisting at Mass, and to cause as many Masses to be celebrated as 
one’s means permit, both for the souls in purgatory and one’s own soul, 
as well as for the souls of special friends and benefactors. Two motives 
should induce such a resolution: First, that one may obtain the bless- 
ing of a holy death, for it is the opinion of learned and holy divines 
that there is no more powerful means than Holy Mass to obtain this 
greatest of graces, and Our Lord Himself made known to St. Mechtilde 
that whoever during life has been accustomed to hear Mass devoutly 
shall at death be consoled by the presence of the angels and saints as 
his advocates, who will oy defend him from all assaults of the 
infernal fiends. 

The second motive is that a speedy release from purgatory may 
be obtained, since there is no surer means of receiving from God a 
grace so precious as going direct to heaven or at least with a short 
purgatory than the most holy Sacrifice of the Mass and indulgences. 
The great servant of God, John of Avila, the oracle of Spain, being 
asked on his deathbed what he most earnestly wished done for him 
after death, answered: “Masses, Masses.” St. Anselm and other 
theologians hold, too, that one Mass heard or celebrated during a per- 
son’s life is more meritorious than a thousand celebrated after death. 

O most holy Mass! which at the same time assists the living and 
the dead! O most holy Sacrifice, replete with blessings for time and 
eternity! 
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Plea in Behalf of Starving War-Sufferers 
in Europe 
He 


CUTE suffering is the daily lot of whole populations in many 
war-torn lands. Every report indicates that unless heroic 
measures are taken at once, MILLIONS WILL DIE FROM STARVA- 
TION AND EXPOSURE during the coming winter. The feeding and 
clothing and sheltering of these suffering people is not a work which 
can be left to some future convenient date. Our country, because of 
our greater resources, must do the major part of this work of relief. . . 
“Ours is a grave responsibility. The heart and hand of America 
are called upon in a way that is unique, not only in the history of our 
country, but even in the annals of mankind... On bended knees let 
us ask God in His blessed Providence to help us to be a vigorous cham- 
pion of democratic freedom and the generous friend of the needy 
and oppressed throughout the world.” 

This earnest plea bears the weight of the authority of all the 
Bishops of the United States, speaking through their representatives 
at their recent annual conference in Washington, D.C. That the situa- 
tion in Europe is grave beyond all expression is a fact daily becoming 
more evident, not only from the reports of those acquainted with con- 
ditions, but also from the many heartrending appeals which are pour- 
ing into this country from war-sufferers as their only hope of salvation. 
During the past months, appeals have come to us from Italy, France, 
Belgium, Holland, the Philippines and indirectly also from Germany 
and Austria. The plight of many religious in these countries is destitute 
in the extreme, and their sufferings are beyond all power of imagina- 
tion; yet one of their greatest sufferings is the fact that they are help- 
less to assist others who appeal to them in their extreme misery. 

An alms sent for the relief of these innocent sufferers would be 
an act not only of mercy but of justice as well, for surely it is our 
sacred duty to assist our brothers and sisters in Christ who are suffering 
such acute distress. Our Lord has said, “Whatever you do to the least 
of these, My brethren, you do it to Me.” For His sake, then, and in 
His Name, let us come to the rescue of His suffering members. Offer- 
ings sent to the address below, marked “For European War-Sufferers,” 
will be devoted to the relief of these sufferers. 


Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 


_s__CoS.O.On 


Our Catholic calendars for 1946 are now available. 
Price 25¢. 
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Po Fonor the 
Holy Mame of Jesus 


He 


URING the month of January 

we are urged to honor the 
Holy Name of JESUS in a special 
way and to make reparation for 
the countless curses, blasphemies 
and irreverences committed against It. A fitting means of doing se 
would be to have a candle burned before the Most Blessed Sacrament. 


For an offering of 50¢, a large wax candle will be burned a day and a 
night before the Blessed Sacrament exposed, in any éne of our Eucharistic 
sanctuaries; for $3.50, one week, and for $12.00, an entire month. 





Spiritual Vitamin for January 


O beautiful Name of Jesus, how dear Thou art to me! Be Thou 
to me a Name of peace, a Name of hope, a Name of love! 


LEONEL NOOO 


Little Lovers’ League 


Sd ee ee ee 


ETTING the right start in the New Year 
counts very much in making the year a good 
one. This is just as true of each day we 
live, and of everything we do. Take your 
work in*school, for example.. The boy or 
girl who idles away time and only starts 
to study a few minutes before time for class 
a 4 is not likely to do well, because that boy 
or girl did not get the right start. If at the beginning of the year a 
boy or girl neglects to study the first week and thinks the work can 
be made up the next week, it will turn out that it was the wrong way 
to start the school year. For somehow the work will pile up from 
week to week and it will be impossible to catch up, and the final result 
will be a failing mark on that child’s report card. So be sure that 
you get the right start, not only in your school work, but at whatever 








SO See 
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you do. Put your heart in it right from the beginning, and keep at 
it, and you are sure to succeed. i 

Now that a New Year is beginning, get the right start to make 
your life beautiful and good. While you are young is the time to 
begin. Look into your heart and see if there are any little roots of 
bad faults to be weeded out — selfishness, bad temper, untruthfulness, 
laziness, disobedience, forgetfulness, pouting, or whatever it may be — 
and resolve to begin on New Year’s Day to overcome that fault. You 
will find that you sometimes fail, no matter how much you try, but if 
you keep at it and begin all over again when you find you have failed, 
by and by you will succeed. Just do your best and ask our dear Lord 
and His Blessed Mother to help you. 


Get the right start each morning by saying your prayers the very 
first thing, and be sure that you say them well. Ask Jesus to bless 
your day. Ask your Guardian Angel to remind you to watch yourself. 





The Beloved Name 


eee 


HERE is a story told of a little boy who was deprived by death 

of his father and mother. Some good nuns took him into their 
home for orphan children. This little child was filled with one. idea, 
which he had learned from his pious mother — the love of Jesus. He 
used to search through his books for the holy Name of Jesus, and 
would kiss It with the greatest joy. He had made his First Holy 
Communion, and received his dear Lord into his heart every morning, 
but he was not yet confirmed, so the Sisters began to prepare him to 
receive that sacrament. When his teacher explained that persons take 
a new name in confirmation, which is usually the name of some saint 
to whom they feel a particular devotion, the little boy cried out: 
“Then I want to take the Name of Jesus, for there is nobody I love 
like Him.” 

How wonderfully this little boy loved Jesus and honored His 
holy Name! Each of you also should make Jesus the one you love 
most, and like this little boy, honor His holy Name, which you can do 
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especially by making a slight inclination of your head whenever you 
utter It or hear It spoken. 


Practice: The feast of the Holy Name of Jesus comes on January 
2d. On this day often repeat the Holy Name of JESUS devoutly to 
make up for those who abuse It. Make this Name your favorite aspira- 
tion during January. Aspiration: JESUS! (Indulgence of 300 days.) 


Prize Letters from the Rosary Contest 
Sener aaa 


Last month we told you that we would print in the January issue 
some of the letters received in the Rosary Contest, so here they are:— 


I am writing to tell you which mystery I like the best. 
It is the mystery of the birth of Christ in Bethlehem, When 
I say my Hail Marys, I like to think of how the Second Person 
of the Blessed Trinity became a little baby Boy. How happy. 
the Blessed Virgin Mary must have been! The angels were 
happy too, for they sang joyously. After the angel told the 
shepherds the great news of Jesus’ birth, they came with haste 
to adore their Lord and King. I like to think of the Virgin 
Mary, as a queen holding the baby King in her arms. Then I 
ask Mary and her little loving Son to bless me and teach me 
and each and everyone in the whole world. I thank God that 
He gave me a good heavenly Mother and Savior. He not only 
gave me these Treasures, but He also gave me good parents 
who take good care of me and send me to Holy Cross School, 
where I can learn more nice things about the good God. This 
year I am in the fourth grade and Sister Mary Ann is my 
teacher. I am 9 years old. Every day before I go to school 
I attend Holy Mass. After every Holy Mass ‘Msgr. J.C. Kune 
tells us some nice things about our religion. I like to listen 
to him. May the Virgin sweet and mild, bless you with her 
loving Child! ” 


Holy Cross School Pauline Kubula 


East Bernard, Texas 
* = . 


Most people, if asked which mysteries of the Holy Rosary 
they like best, would probably say the joyful or glorious mys- 
teries. But as for me, I like the sorrowful mysteries best of 
all. 


One reason for this is that they are more touching, and of 
course, make me concentrate on what I am saying. We can 
also realize how much Our Lord suffered just to make us 
happy. But everybody must admit that we still offend God 
by our sins. It’s like a repentance for our sins because when 
you think of the Sorrowful Mysteries you are naturally sorry 
for your sins. I try to make it a habit when I go to confession 
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to always say at least one decade of the Sorrowful Mysteries 
on my Rosary. 

St. Mary’s School Mary Alice Demick 
Higginsville, Mo. Grade 8 Age 13 


The following letter received special Honorable Mention: 


The rose is said to be the queen of flowers. We may say 
something similar of the Rosary. The Rosary is among devo- 
tions what the rose is among flowers. It is the favorite devo- 
tion of all lovers of our Blessed Mother. Countless graces and 
favors have been received through the devotion of the Rosary. 

The Joyful, Sorrowful and Glorious Mysteries of the 
Rosary form a beautiful garland of white, red, and golden 
roses. The principal part of the Rosary is the mysteries which 
compose it. They are the true roses; the prayers are, so to say, 
the green leaves and foliage that adorn the roses. Each mys- 
tery is a precious jewel, a gem of priceless value and beauty, 
for it represents some event in the life of Our Lady and her 
dear Son. ° 

The mystery I like best is the Birth of Our Lord. I love 
to picture Our Lord as a tiny babe with little pink cheeks 
and His arms outstretched to bless me. I often wish I could 
have been one of the little shepherd children who held the 
little Baby Jesus. Yet I know that I can do more than hold 
the Baby Jesus. I can have Him in my heart when I receive 
Holy Communion. I like all the mysteries, but this is my 


favorite. 
St. Margaret’s School p Mary Andrus 
Pittsburgh, Pa. Grade 8 


Your New Contest 


Get out a map of the United States, or find one in a geography 
book, and write down the names of cities and towns which are named 
after saints, or in some way refer to our Catholic Faith. 

Examples: St. Augustine, Florida; San Antonio, Texas; Los 
Angeles, Calif. 

The prizes for the best lists will be determined according to the 
age and grade of the boy or girl, so be sure to give this information, 
as well as the name of your school, when you write. All letters should 
be here by January 25. Good luck to you! And a happy and blessed 
New Year to each dear Little Lover! 
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Make 1946 5 a consecrated year through frequent prayer 


and ‘the: whelelimicted fulfilment of God's will 


as it is made known to you from day to day. 


Our Heavenly Companions — Your holy Guardian Angel, 
- —— who is ever at your side, will 


help you to recall and persevere in your New Year's resolutions if you fre- 
guently invoke him during the day, as this booklet teaches you. 10¢ 


Indulgenced Prayers & Aspirations — |/{ing up your heart 
to God in frequent 


ejaculatory prayers is a most fruitful means of fostering the interior 
life, as well as of satisfying for your sins and helping the souls in pur- 
gatory. Use.this splendid collection of short prayers, richly indulgenced. 10¢ 


St. Therese of the Child Jesus — 1°! St. Therese be the pa- 
troness of your spiritual 


strivings. Imitating her way of spiritual childhood is the secret of true 
sanctity. 10¢ 
Eucharistic Heartstalks with Jesus — “A 4#/ly visit to Jesus 
———S———_ = =_—=_ in the Blessed Sacra~ 
ment ought to be among your New Year’s resolutions. This booklet will 
supply many loving conversations with Him. 10¢ 


Conformity _ to the Will of God — Conforming our ‘will 

—— to the dispensations of 

God's providence is the only true means of happiness and peace in the midst 
of afflictions, and also a means of great merit. This booklet contains: in- 
valuable lessons on how to conform oneself in all the events of life. 10¢ 


Magnificence of the Love of God & Perfect Contrition 


— A perfect act of love or contrition can win heaven. Many such acts 
assure a high degree of glory. Do not lose the precious time of life by 
neglecting these practices, which are clearly explained in this booklet. 10¢ 


Little Devotions to the Holy Infant Jesus — Pring 
January, the 


month of the Holy Childhood, use the charmingly simple and affecting 
prayers of this booklet to honor the Divine Infant. 10¢ 


Reduction for quantities. Postage extra. 
























































Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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By Distributing 














Enlightening Booklets 





during the 
Church Unity Octave 


January 18 to January 25. 








Do You Know the Church? — This booklet deals with the 
—_—— ————— foundation and establishment 


of the true Chureh, private interpretation of the Bible and many other 
matters which answer the arguments of non-Catholics denying the claim 
of the Catholic Church to be that founded by Christ. 10¢ 


How to Find the True Church — A companion booklet to 
the above, which explains 


the mathe or means of recognizing the true Church, and its attributes. 10¢ 


Rays of Catholic Truth — A simple but enlightening booklet 
—————— on some of the fundamental teach- 


ings of the Catholic Church, particularly the doctrine of grace and the 
Sacrifice of the Mass. 10¢ 

















More Precious than Diamonds — Treats of the human heart 
—— and the love of God in 


bestowing upon man his. greatest and most necessary possession — sanctify- 
ing grace. 10¢ 





Prayer, the Great Means of Grace — A refreshing treatise 

_— — on the necessity and 
excelfence of prayer ond its many salutary effects, with practical suggestions 
on how to pray. 10¢ 








Sacramentals aes A practical explanation of various sacramentals 
—_——_—_ used by Catholics, which are so often a cause 
of tithiberibileiine to those outside the Faith. 10¢ 





The Rosary, My Treasure — The Rosary has often been the 

— cause of criticism by those who 
do not understand it. This pooklet relates the history of the Rosary devo- 
tion and explains its power, beauty and excellence as a method of prayer. 10¢ 





Assist the Souls in Purgatory — ‘Te Catholic doctrine of 
- —— ———— purgatory is clearly ex- 
plained in this booklet, as well as the motives and means of aiding the 
poor souls. 10¢ 





Reduction for quantities. Postage extra. 
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